
SoftBank Group to Build 5 GW of AI Data Center Capacity in France

Major investment to strengthen France’s AI infrastructure, support European

technological sovereignty and anchor advanced data center manufacturing in Dunkirk

with Schneider Electric

May 31, 2026

(France, May 30, 2026)

SoftBank Group Corp.

Paris, France — May 30, 2026 — SoftBank Group Corp. (TSE: 9984, “SoftBank Group”) today announced its commitment to

develop and operate 5 GW of AI data center capacity in France, representing an investment of up to €75 billion. The first phase,

comprising an initial €45 billion investment to deliver 3.1 GW of AI data center capacity in the Hauts-de-France region, is part of

the 2026 Choose France summit hosted by President Emmanuel Macron.

The commitment marks SoftBank Group’s largest AI infrastructure investments in Europe. It is designed to support the rapid

growth of artificial intelligence by expanding access to high-performance compute capacity in France.

Masayoshi Son, Chairman and CEO, SoftBank Group Corp., said:

“AI is entering a new era, and the countries that build the infrastructure for this transformation will shape the future of

technology, industry and society,” said Masayoshi Son. “SoftBank is proud to make this major commitment to France. With its

industrial capabilities, talent base and national ambition, France is uniquely positioned to become a leading AI infrastructure hub in

Europe.”

The first phase includes plans to deliver 3.1 GW of AI data center capacity in the Hauts-de-France region by 2031, with data

centers in Dunkirk (Loon-Plage), Bosquel and Bouchain. SoftBank Group also plans to develop additional sites across France,

reinforcing the country’s role as a leading European hub for next-generation digital infrastructure. SoftBank Group will work with

SB Energy and other strategic partners to develop the projects.

Roland Lescure, Minister of Economy, Finance, & Industrial, Energy, & Digital Sovereignty), said:

“SoftBank’s decision to invest massively in AI datacenters in France - a first for the group in Europe - is testament to President

Emmanuel Macron’s ambition to position France as a leading destination all along the AI value chain. It reflects our country’s

substantial assets: fast access to the most reliable electrical grid in Europe, a strong digital and industrial ecosystem with a skilled

workforce, and a government that works in unison with local authorities and stakeholders to fast track procedures for strategic

projects. By partnering with leading French companies EDF on the Bouchain data center, and Schneider Electric for a robotized

plant, SoftBank displays a long-term commitment to building the future of an industry-centric AI in France. We are proud to

support an investment that creates jobs, strengthens our digital infrastructure and contributes to our goal of digital sovereignty.”

Bernard Fontana, Chairman and CEO of EDF, said:

“The project selected for the Bouchain site demonstrates France’s ability to host large-scale digital infrastructure, supported by

competitive, sovereign and low-carbon electricity. It reflects EDF’s commitment to selecting projects that combine industrial

excellence, high environmental standards and long-term value creation for local communities, while giving a new purpose to its

former industrial sites.”

Maurice Georges, CEO of the Port of Dunkirk and Patrice Vergriete, Chairman of the Dunkirk Urban Council and Mayor of Dunkirk,

said:

“Dunkirk Urban Community and Port of Dunkirk Authority warmly welcome this major industrial project, which demonstrates

Dunkirk’s attractiveness and validates the substantial investments made to support reindustrialisation. The result of close

collaboration between Port of Dunkirk Authority, Business France and local stakeholders, and made possible by the strong
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commitment of the State and RTE to abundant, decarbonised electricity, this project marks a significant milestone in Dunkirk’s

strategy to become a leading hub for the digital economy. It comes alongside an ongoing competitive tender process for a state-

of-the-art data centre at the Port of Dunkirk’s Western Harbour. The Hauts-de-France Region continues to position itself at the

forefront of sustainable industrial development, combining competitiveness, innovation and environmental responsibility.”

SoftBank Group’s AI data centers will support growing demand for high-performance computing from AI companies, cloud

providers, enterprises, public institutions and research organizations. The projects will build on France’s strategic advantages,

including its advanced grid infrastructure, industrial land availability, engineering talent and strong national commitment to

artificial intelligence.

To accelerate this buildout, SoftBank Group will partner with Schneider Electric to leverage its energy technology solutions and

develop a large-scale industrial production cluster at the Port of Dunkirk.

The cluster will be a key industrial pillar of SoftBank Group’s AI infrastructure program in France and will include two facilities: one

operated by SoftBank Group to manufacture enclosures, and one operated by Schneider Electric to integrate data center power

modules. It will combine SoftBank Group’s robotics and automation capabilities with Schneider Electric’s industrial expertise and

local supply chain network to support the deployment of next-generation AI data centers at scale.

By pairing AI infrastructure with advanced manufacturing, SoftBank Group and Schneider Electric aim to build a stronger, more

localized and more resilient supply chain for data center infrastructure in France and Europe. The industrial cluster will also support

Dunkirk’s ambition to become a leading hub for robotics, advanced manufacturing and industrial innovation.

Olivier Blum, CEO of Schneider Electric, said:

"The challenge of AI is to deliver both speed and energy efficiency at scale — and Schneider Electric’s role is to enable and

accelerate this transformation as the energy technology partner. By connecting energy and AI, we provide the electrical and digital

backbone that makes high-performance, efficient and sustainable infrastructure possible. Our prefabricated power modules are a

key lever to combine speed, scalability and energy optimization. Together with SoftBank, we are proud to contribute to a major

investment strengthening France as a leading European hub for next-generation digital infrastructure."

SoftBank Group’s investment is expected to create thousands of high-skilled jobs across data center development, engineering,

energy systems, robotics, operations, maintenance and advanced manufacturing.

The company also plans to support regional research and development through partnerships with local universities, engineering

schools, and training institutions. These partnerships will focus on the skills needed for the next generation of AI infrastructure.

Together, the AI data center program and Schneider Electric partnership will help provide the compute capacity, industrial

foundation and skilled workforce required to support AI innovation, industrial adoption and technological sovereignty in France

and across Europe.

Strategic Industrial Partnership with Schneider Electric in Dunkirk

Creating Jobs, Skills and Regional R&D

About SoftBank Group
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The SoftBank Group invests in breakthrough technology to improve the quality of life for people around the world. The SoftBank

Group is comprised of SoftBank Group Corp. (TOKYO: 9984), an investment holding company that includes stakes in AI, smart

robotics, IoT, telecommunications, internet services, and clean energy technology providers, as well as a majority stake in Arm,

which is building the future of computing; and the SoftBank Vision Funds, which are investing to help transform industries and

shape new ones. To learn more, please visit https://group.softbank/en

Releases, announcements, presentations and other information available from this page and elsewhere on this website were prepared based on information available

and views held at the time of preparation and speak only as of the respective dates on which they are filed or used by SoftBank Group Corp. or the applicable group

company, as the case may be. Such information is subject to change and may become out-of-date. Such information may also contain forward-looking statements

which are by their nature subject to various risks and uncertainties that may cause actual results and future developments to differ materially from those expressed or

implied by such statements. Please read  in its entirety prior to viewing any information available on this website.
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